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2. THE NEWTON PROJECT 
 
 
Since 1998 I have been Editorial Director and Director of  the Newton Project 
(www.newtonproject.sussex.ac.uk) -- an international undertaking to publish a critical online 
edition of  all of  Newton’s writings.  The Newton Project has published online all of  Newton’s 
published and unpublished personal and religious papers, amounting to about 5 million words, and 
is in the process of  publishing online transcriptions of  all of  Newton’s scientific and mathematical 
papers.   
 
More broadly, in conjunction with the University of  Indiana ‘Chymistry of  Isaac Newton’ project 
(which is creating a companion online edition of  Newton’s alchemical papers), we aim to publish 
online by the end of  2022 everything that Newton ever composed, resulting in a dataset of  over 
10 million words of  Newton’s published and unpublished writings. All the materials will be made 
freely available in a fully searchable edition, with commentaries, numerous ancillary resources (such 







of  Thomas Willis, 1648-75; the nineteenth century creation of  the reputation of  Isaac Newton; 
the evolution of  European naval architecture, 1600-1800; natural philosophy and heresy trials in 
Italy, 1400-1600; Protestantism and the English ghost, 1520-1720; oneirocriticism, religion and 
culture in England, 1450-1700; and science and religion in the early work of  Isaac Newton.  
Current topics being studied by my PhD students include the idea of  nature in eighteenth century 
stadial theory; the transmission of  ideas about utopia in early modern Europe; and Chinese 
attitudes towards science and religion, 1860-1940. 
 


