Nietzscheandthe Crisisof Modernity

Nietzschaliagnoses particularconflictbetweenour will to truth and our will to meaning
which he claimsconstitutesthe centralcrisisof modernity. Thewill to truth preventus
from constructingthe typesof mythologicalnarratives(for instancenarrativesof divine
creationand God’sprovidentialplan)whichformerly servedto givemeaningto
existencehencethe needto find existencemeaningfulremainsunfulfilled. Thisleavesus
with two possibilities: Dispensewith the demandfor existentialmeaningor createnew
narrativesthat cansomehoweither evadeor be reconciledwith the demandsof the will to
truth.

Partl: TheProblemof Meaning

1. TheSeculaiTheodicyReading

DanielCameandothershavearguedthat Nietzschemayusefullybe seenasattempting
throughouthiscareerto reconcilethe followingclaims:

A.Theworld inevitablycontainsa preponderanceof sufferingover happiness
B.Theworld isaworthy objectof affirmation
Thisisareadingthat emphasisedNietzscheasrespondingo Schopenhauer.

2. Argumentsagainstthe SeculaiTheodicyReading

TheTemporalityProblem:Nietzscheseemso characterizéhimselfasthe diagnosticiarof a
problemthat is particularto modernity,a problemthat only comesproperlyinto focuswith
the deathof (beliefin) God. Butthe problemof sufferingis, asSchopenhaueputsit, not
time specific— sufferingis aninevitableconsequencef (human)nature.

TextualProbleml: Nietzscheexplicitlysaysthat man’sproblemis not sufferingbut the of



Wagner like the Romanticge.g.Hélderlin),wasexercisedprimarily by the problemof
meaningand not the problemof suffering

3. TheRomanticReading

A: Ourwill to truth precludesusfrom believingthoseillusionswhichare necessaryo give
life meaning.

B:We havea basicneedto find life meaningful.
Thisromanticreadingexplainswhy Nietzschds a philosopherof the problemof modernity;

it ishe who thematisesthe claimthat with the lossof Godwe eventuallycometo lose
meaning.

4. ARefinemeniof the needfor meaningthesis:TheDescriptiveVersusNormativeReading

Thequotationfrom GM 1l 28 abovemight suggesthat Nietzschenasan essentialistlaim
that manisthe animalthat needsto find existentialmeaning.

Thegenericproblemisthat generallyNietzscheseemsto resistall kind of essentialism.

Theparticularproblemisthat Nietzscheallowsthat there is a kind of human,one he calls
“the lastman” who rejectsthe callfor existentialmeaning:

Therewill come a time when man will no longer launchesthe arrow of his longing
beyondman....."Whais love?Whatis creation?Whatis longing?Whatis a star?"—so
asksthe lastmanandblinks. ThusSpokeZarathustra Prologue 4

Actually,Nietzschedoesnot think it is part of humannatureto seekmeaningbut rather he
believesthat humansshouldseeka meaningbeyondthemselves:

[t]he individualmustbe



Culture[Kultur]—the rule of art overlife.” (1)1 9[310]). “Thisproposition
mustbe establishedwe live only throughillusions[lllusionen]
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